Impressions from the Peacebuilding Training (Dojran, 2015)
They say, in order to change the world you have to start from yourself. Peacebuilding training offers just that – personal change to make you a better person. I arrived in Dorjan somewhat sceptical, but I left motivated and inspired. During the training, my personal horizons began expanding. Something started changing within me, as if a screen had slowly started to lift from my eyes, a screen I wasn't even aware was there. 
The workshops were organised so that we as participants were free to draw our own conclusions. The topics dealt with current situations in our countries. We managed to broach and discuss contentious relations between Macedonians and Albanians, Albanians and Serbs. The language barrier was not a problem because communication is bigger than language, and we were committed to dialogue. At the end of the day, it is understanding that matters, and when we think and act in the same direction, success is guaranteed. 
This is a school for reconciliation, a training where we learned how to deal with conflicts. However, this training does not offer some miracle formula or one-size-fits-all solution. What it does offer is the possibility of self-development, of broadening your horizons, removing stereotypes and discrimination, facing the past and searching for ways to resolve and finally find closure for inter-ethnic issues. We live in multi-ethnic societies where different nationalities are often cause for violence. It is interesting how in such situations, when tensions are running high, we rarely think about what we can do. It is easier to let the other side deal with it. We always try to find fault with others, and we never look at our selves. We want peace, but we are not prepared to do anything to achieve it. We are mostly like that. Or we don't want to make the first step, or we leave that issue to high-level policy makers. Still, there is a small group of people outside the diplomatic corps studying peaceful conflict resolution. Some of them are members of the training team. They are the voice of reason. I recommend this training to all those who think reconciliation is an issue for politicians or that concessions must always come from the other side. 
This training will teach you that you can also do something in the interest of reconciliation. It will not be easy. There are too many stereotypes deeply rooted in our society that will take a lot of time to uproot. But with a bit of effort and a strong will, nothing is impossible. So be wise, start changing yourselves in order to change the world. 
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